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What are  
our conclusions?

Covid-19 has had an impact, 
but children say it  
has not led to many 
additional problems

Children say they have not been bothered 

much by the restrictions to combat the 

spread of Covid-19. But they did mention 

missing their friends, sometimes not being 

able to learn as much as they did at school, 

and sometimes more fighting at home.

On all three islands, 
most children are 
happy with their lives

On average, the children on the 

islands give their lives a score of  

8.9 out of ten.

If children were the Ombudsman or 
Ombudswoman for Children,  
the issue they would 
tackle is poverty

On all three islands, the children say 

poverty is a problem and believe it is 

important to solve poverty.

Children on all three islands 
paint a similar picture

Each island has its own culture and its own 

customs. Yet the picture that children give of 

their lives does not differ greatly from one island 

to another.

On all three islands, 
children mention  
school as an area  
for improvement

The children say school could play 

a better part in their lives. But their 

comments about school do not point  

to one specific main problem.

Kinderen op Bonaire 
vertellen dat de 
onveiligheid thuis 
belangrijk is om  
aan te pakken voor  
de toekomst

Children on Bonaire are the least 

satisfied with safety at home, and 

want to put a stop to child abuse.



Recommendations for  
tackling child abuse

•	 Giving children the opportunity to talk 

anonymously to organisations on the islands 

about child abuse and domestic violence.

•	 Buddies in schools and community centres so 

that children can talk about issues relating to 

violence and receive help.

Recommendations for 
tackling poverty

•	 Effective cooperation by all parties  

to fight poverty together. 

•	 Buddies in schools and community 

centres so that children can talk  

about issues relating to poverty  

and receive help.

•	 Giving children a chance to talk about 

their problems anonymously, for 

example, by calling a children’s hotline. 

KNELpunten

The main problems mentioned by children are 

poverty, education and domestic violence. 

What are our  
recommendations?

SCHOOL

Recommendations for improving  
children’s participation

•	 �Organisations should talk to children more often about poverty and  

solutions to poverty. 

•	 �Schools and other organisations should talk to children about  

problems in education. 

•	 Professionals should talk to children about their experiences of child  

abuse and domestic violence.



BES Islands

The Netherlands

St. Eustatius

Saba

Bonaire

General 
overview

59

21 38

Number of children:

Age:

Family situation: 

Gender:

   Boy                          Girl                                Other

8-10 years 11-13 years

27 28 4

69,5%

27,1%

3,4%

Living with 
both parents

Divorced/  
lone parent

Other

Bonaire Saba St. Eustatius 

20

17 3

Number of children:

Age:

Gender:

   Boy                          Girl                                Other

8-10 years 11-14 years

9 11 0

16

2 14

Number of children:

Age:

Gender:

   Boy                          Girl                                Other

10 years 11-12 years

8 8 0

Family situation: 

55%

40%

5%

Living with 
both parents

Divorced/  
lone parent

Other

Family situation: 

37,5%

56,4%

6,3%

Living with 
both parents

Divorced/  
lone parent

Other



St. Eustatius

Saba

Bonaire

BES Islands

The Netherlands
Quality  
of life

Bonaire Saba St. Eustatius

Environmental condition  
with the lowest rating:

Safety at home

Average life score:

Environmental condition  
with the highest rating:

Care of parents

8,8

Environmental condition  
with the lowest rating:

Support from other adults

Average life score:

Environmental condition  
with the highest rating:

School & free time

Environmental condition  
with the lowest rating:

Respect

Average life score:

Environmental condition  
with the highest rating:

Safety at home

8,8 9,1



St. Eustatius

Saba

Bonaire

BES Islands

The Netherlands
Impact of  
Covid-19

Bonaire

1.	 I had more time to play

2.	 I missed my friends

3.	 My parents could help me well with  

my schoolwork

4.	 I had nice online contact with friends

5.	 My parents gave me more attention

Saba

1.	 I had more time to play

2.	 My parents could help me well with  

my schoolwork

3.	 I had nice online contact with friends

4.	 My parents gave me more attention

5.	 I missed my friends

St. Eustatius 

1.	 My parents could help me well with  

my schoolwork

2.	 I had more time to play

3.	 I had nice online contact with friends

4.	 I missed my friends

5.	 My parents gave me more attention

What were the main changes  
during lockdown?



St. Eustatius

Saba

Bonaire

BES Islands

The Netherlands
The 
future

Bonaire

1.	 More activities to do after school

2.	 Put an end to poverty

3.	 Put an end to child abuse

Saba

1.	 Put an end to poverty

2.	 More activities to do after school

3.	 I don’t know

St. Eustatius 

1.	 Other

2.	 Put an end to poverty

3.	 Good education

What would you do if you were  
Children’s Ombudsman or -woman?



De Kinderombudsman (Ombudsman for children)
Postbus 93122
2509 AC Den Haag 
The Netherlands

+31 800 8765432 (when you call from the Netherlands).
Or +31 70 8506 995 (when you call from abroad). 
You can call at weekdays from noon until 5 pm (MET, GMT +1)

www.dekinderombudsman.nl


